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Outline Text

Top Objective: There are several surgical
options for trigeminal neuralgia
refractory to medical treatment. Our
method of choice is microvascular
decompression since it usually provides
a definite cure. One option is to implant
a small piece of teflon felt to separate
the offending vessels and the trigeminal
nerve. Recurrent trigeminal neuralgia
may be due to insufficient
decompression, dislocation of the teflon
implant or the development of teflon
granuloma. Here, we report on our
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experience with ,tefloma".

Methods: In a series of 200 patients
with trigeminal neuralgia microvascular
decompression was performed with
teflon felt according to Jannetta’s
technique. In case of recurrent
neuralgia, patients underwent re-
evaluation and if possible re-operation.
In three patients with recurrent facial
pain ,tefloma™ was found to be the
cause for recurrence. In each instance,
the ,tefloma®™ was removed for
histopathological examination.

Results: Mean age at the first

procedure was 62.3 years, at the second

procedure 66.3 years. Recurrence of

pain occurred between 0.5 and 9 years

after the first procedure. MRI scans

demonstrated local gadolineum

enhancement in the cerebellopontine

angle in one patient. Intraoperatively

dense fibrous tissue was found at the

site of the tefloma. The tefloma was

removed completely, and new material

was used for re-decompression.

Histopathological examination revealed . L (M\‘.T\-
birefringent teflon material embedded in (On (T 0"“7
a hyalinized collagenous matrix. m_eﬁ 5
was accompanying intense foreign body

reaction with multinuclear giant cells and

few lymphocytic infiltrates. In one case,

partial calcification was noted.
Pastoperative clinical examination

revealed complete remission of facial

pain,

Conclusions: Teflon granuloma is a rare
cause for recurrent facial pain after
microvascular decompression. Early
diagnosis may be possible in case of
gadolineum enhancement. It remains
unclear why teflon granuloma develops
and what would be promotive factors, if
any. The treatment of choice is surgical
reexploration.
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